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                            NAME:    Mary Josephine Cooper (née O'Connor) 

         BIRTH DETAILS:    1853 Tralee, Kerry, Ireland 

        DEATH DETAILS:    21 October 1929  12 City Rd. Auckland 

                  CHART REF:    Towsey Chart  B3 

MARRIAGE DETAILS:    21 September 1880  Auckland 

                          SPOUSE:    Charles Augustus Cooper 

 

 

 Mary Josephine O’Connor had been born in Tralee, Ireland in 1853 and was 

one of a dozen children of Daniel O’Connor and his wife, Mary Behane. (Don’t laugh at Mary; I 

think see looks very pleasant). 

You may also have noticed Daniel’s ears: That is a gene that is not going to just go 

away without a fight! (Although the 'ear gene' did calm down a bit, you can see it fight its way 

back to prominence in his great grandson, Pat Towsey, born in 1918) 

Being from County Kerry, which is saturated with O’Connors, all of whom share just a 

few first names, means that it is very difficult to sort out just who was who back there at Castleisland. You will best see by 

looking at the genealogical chart for the O’Connors, just how all of the Daniels, Maurices and others fit together. 
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Although the story might be a bit confused, with all of the 

Daniels and Maurices, it seems that our ancestor and his brother, 

jointly took over the family farm at Kilcusnan.  

At some point there was a dispute about the use of the barn, 

which ended up with the brothers dividing everything down the 

middle, including the barn, and the house. All a bit strange, but 

perhaps a bit of light is shed on this behaviour by the comment of an 

Irish friend who was also from County Kerry. When I told him that I 

had ancestors from Kerry, he laughed and said that that was 

something I might like to keep to myself, as amongst the Irish, Kerry 

folk are generally regarded as a bit thick. 

Apart from the twelve children which Mary Behane produced, 

of which Mary Josephine was the second or third, they also brought 

up a William O’Connor, whom Daniel had fathered with the maid. I 

think the fact that his wife seems to have just gathered the bastard in 

with the rest, shows what a good soul she was. 

If you think that Mary Behane was large, just wait until you 

hear about the super hero boys that she produced! 

Daniel and Mary O’Connor brought their family to New 

Zealand in 1868.  
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Although Daniel had been a farmer back in Kerry, 

he was at least at some time, a publican in New Zealand. 

This also seems to have been the main occupation of 

several of their sons, though many of them also went 

back to a quieter life on the land.  

By 1887, Maurice, was a Christchurch police 

detective. He went on to be head of the detectives. 

It is possible that the parents, Daniel and Mary, 

were also in the area. 

Patrick O’Connor was one of Mary Imelda’s six 

large uncles. He and his brother John (Jack), who lived 

their whole lives together, went to the New Zealand West 

Coast gold fields, upon arrival in the colony, where they 

spent four years. They then went to New South Wales for 

various gold rushes there, before spending 15 years gold 

mining in Queensland.  

Pat was famous throughout the camps for his 

wrestling prowess and competence in other ‘manly’ 

sports. 

When they returned to NZ, they spent four years 

in Auckland before buying a farm at Te Awamutu, which is 

in the middle of the North Island, south of Hamilton. By 

the late 1890s, Pat and Jack had settled there with their 

parents, before their father, Daniel O’Connor died in 1898 

at 84 years of age. 
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1 T B O’Connor   1860-1936 

 

2 Helena Martin 

  (nee Martin) 1865-1952 

 

3 Daniel                1894-1975 

 

4 Patricia Agatha 1895-1979 

 

5 Pauline Casserly B:1897 

 

6 Henry Martin (Buster) 

  1898-1966 

7 Timothy Behane (Ted) 

  1900-1975 

8 Maurice Stanislaus      

   (Chook) 1901-1969 

 

9 Helen (Lovie) 1903-1969 

 

10 Anne (Nancy)   

               1905-1996 

11 Kathleen (Kay)  

               1906-1976 

12 Margaret 1908-1963 

 

 

 

When I first saw the photo of Mary Josephine Cooper (nee O’Connor), taken in 1913, I commented that with all of 

those great big bullish brothers, that she must have been pretty tough herself. Apparently though, she was about the 

sweetest, gentlest person you could meet. So I guess with all those brothers to defend her interests, she could afford to 

be. She would, with that background, also have been able to take her husband’s gregariousness in her stride. 

 Mary was staying with her daughter, Mamie Towsey, when she died in 1929. Her husband, Charles Cooper, died 

seven years later. 
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